Pembrokeshire Against the Cull – PAC – May 2010

OPEN LETTER TO THE WELSH ASSEMBLY GOVERNMENT

We write as local landowners/occupiers and farmers  in the area of north Pembrokeshire, Carmarthenshire and Ceredigion chosen by the Minister for Rural Affairs for the extermination of all badgers, a legally protected species.   We believe the Minister’s decision lacks compelling evidence that it will be effective, is being imposed by unprecedented and draconian new laws, and will impact adversely on the local economy.   For these reasons, we call upon the Welsh Assembly Government:

· to postpone the cull for a review of the latest scientific evidence (including recent licensing of a vaccine as an alternative to slaughtering all badgers) and take account of the cull’s impact on community cohesion, the local economy, and Wales’ image as a progressive nation;
· in the event that the cull goes ahead, to recognise the right of conscientious objection and allow those objecting to culling badgers to opt their land out of the cull.

lack of evidence that culling badgers will significantly reduce bovine TB

Scientific evidence shows that unselective culling of badgers will reduce the rate of increase in bovine TB by 6 to 9% at most. The latest evidence, unavailable to the Minister when making her decision, shows that even this ‘benefit’ will last only about 2 years – after 5 years of culling!  DEFRA, responsible for farming and rural affairs in England, states that the Welsh policy involves “an unacceptable risk that such action could lead to an increase in the disease ... and make matters worse”.  

availability of a vaccine as an alternative to unselective culling

Since the Minister made her decision, an injectable vaccine for badgers has been licensed, to prevent badgers getting TB and passing it on to other mammals.  Badger-vaccination can preserve the wildlife attractions much of the local tourist industry is based on, and unlike culling will be widely supported.

unprecedented and draconian new laws

For landowners and visitors alike, our peaceful enjoyment of this beautiful countryside will be harmed by new laws introduced to impose the cull on all landowners and occupiers.  In no previous culls in the UK have landowners and residents who do not want such slaughter been forced to allow it on their land.  Already, unidentified contractors are intruding often without notice and without the landowner/occupier being given details of their training, operational procedures, supervision, insurance and any CRB checks. 

adverse impact on the local community

Badgers are a native species protected in law.  They are a natural part of our green, unspoilt countryside, and a great attraction to regular visitors to this area. The local economy will suffer from the Minister’s decision to exterminate all badgers.  Culling will take place every spring, summer and autumn for at least the next 5 years.   Tourist enterprises, as important to Pembrokeshire's economy as dairy farming, were not included in the 2009 consultation, and the impact on tourism was not assessed when the decision to cull was made.   

......................................................

On this basis, we the undersigned, do not give consent to the killing of badgers on the land we own and/or occupy.   We form a significant proportion of the 900 landowners in this area.  Additionally, within only one month over 1400 people recently signed a WAG online petition against the cull.  We call upon the Welsh Assembly Government to postpone the cull for a scientific review and wider public consultation, and/or to recognise the right of conscientious objection whereby our land is withdrawn from the cull.
Declaration and Signature/s of Landowner / Occupiers:

I / we agree with and are signing up to the above letter to the Welsh Assembly Government. I/we consent to our names (initial and surname) being published as signatories to the letter.

	Signature/s
	Date
	First Name  /  Initial

BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE
	Surname
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Your initial and surname will be published.
Address / Land

We are asking for information about the land you own or occupy so PAC can verify the names submitted as landowner/occupier signatories are relevant – i.e. represent land which is in the right area and that the cull is likely to take place on. Please give sufficient information for us to do this – address, postcode, amount of land - or if it is land you own/occupy but you don’t live there – name/description (e.g. West Wood, 2 fields), geographical location (e.g. Brynberian, Crymych etc), acreage of woodland or fields and postcode. If you are not sure what is needed, please get in touch. We will keep this information securely. We will NOT store address/land details on computer. Address/details of land will NOT be published, shared with or passed to the Welsh Assembly or any other party. 
	ADDRESS/DETAILS of LAND:



	                                                                                           POSTCODE:
	AMOUNT OF LAND OWNED OR OCCUPIED in acres:


HOW PAC WILL USE THIS OPEN LETTER:

We need to get as many landowners/occupiers to sign up to this letter as possible (our minimum target is 200 land holdings represented). As soon as a substantial number have signed we intend to publicly present this / hand it in to the Welsh Assembly Government. We will simultaneously send it to all Assembly Members and Welsh MPs individually, the press, and other relevant organisations and groups. If we have the funds we may take out space in a newspaper to publish as well. It is intended to:-  show that a large proportion of landowners simply do not consent to this cull – contrary to the Welsh Assembly Government’s claims – highlight the adverse impact on the local community and so many people’s lives – and give the Welsh Assembly an opportunity to think again and respect our rights.
Please sign this if you are opposed to the cull – and you think the Welsh Assembly may be coming on to your land. (We know many people are still not sure if they will be affected by the cull as they have not received any communication from the Welsh Assembly yet – or think their land area is not big enough. Neither of these matter, the cull could still affect you and happen on your land, even if it is a small area – so please sign anyway.) Please help make this work for us -  ask your neighbours and friends to sign up as well.  If you have any queries:-  Ring 01239 805020 or email: info@pembrokeshireagainstthecull.org.uk
RETURN YOUR SIGNED / COMPLETED LETTER – AS SOON AS POSSIBLE – TO:

PAC, PO BOX 65, CARDIGAN SA43 9AD
THANK YOU

