Please help us stamp out badger crime

It is a cause for celebration that the Court of Appeal has ruled the proposed Welsh badger cull unlawful. We must now be vigilant for an illegal backlash against badgers. Extremists within the farming community have stated they will “take the law into their own hands”. The crimes of local badger diggers, and gangs from the Valleys, are likely to increase. We need you to help us help the authorities in catching and prosecuting these wildlife criminals.

The law

Under The Protection of Badgers Act 1992, badgers are fully protected in law, as are their setts. They (and the dogs forced to fight them) also receive legal protection from The Hunting Act 2004, and The Animal Welfare Act 2007. Penalties include fines and imprisonment, and the Police have a variety of powers of arrest and access under these Acts. 
The threats
Badger digging and baiting

10,000 badgers are killed by this sadistic “sport” every year. Small terriers, often with radio transmitters on their collars, are sent down into a sett to locate badgers.  Men then dig down and drag the badger out, and it is attacked with dogs and weapons. The badger suffers incredibly before it dies.

Other badger baiting involves gambling, often for large sums. Badgers are dug out and taken away, often to the Midlands. They are then forced to fight with dogs. The baiters then kill the badger, usually by clubbing or shooting. A winning dog's value increases, and captured badgers are worth several hundred pounds. Baiters are often involved in other serious crime. 

Lamping and Shooting
Animals are hunted at night when dazzled with bright lights. Some 'lampers' use lurchers or similar dogs to hunt badgers, whilst others mount their spotlights on high-powered firearms and simply shoot them.

Snaring and Trapping

Snaring badgers and other protected species is prohibited by the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, but sadly some snaring is legal. Self-locking snares are not, but are still used and cause severe injuries and a lingering and painful death. Free-running snares are permitted to catch foxes and rabbits, but are indiscriminate. They must be checked every 24 hours, and not set on badger paths or near setts. Report any illegal snaring to the Police and the RSPCA.

Poisoning and Gassing

Slug pellets, poisoned doughnuts, and dried sugar beet are used by criminal landowners to kill badgers. Slurry or diesel oil have been poured into sett entrances to drown them. Setts are deliberately gassed.

Interference with and destruction of setts

Every year setts are being damaged or destroyed, usually by machinery. Setts are blocked by fox hunters using heavy material that badgers cannot move, and they die of thirst and starvation underground. 
What to do if you suspect badger persecution
It is vital to make good notes, as contemporaneous and comprehensive as possible. Photographs are invaluable and we recommend you take a camera on all country walks. Binoculars are also very handy. 
Disturbance 'in progress' at a sett

Badger digging takes place during daylight hours. Diggers often dress in camouflage gear, which may be bloodstained. The sound of excited barking or howls in a wood is clearly suspicious. If you see or hear suspicious activity where badgers live (people with spades, dogs, bags etc) please contact the police on 999 without putting yourself at risk. Try to avoid trespass. Individuals involved in badger-related crime are aggressive.

The police will want to know: 

· registration, type and colour of any vehicles parked up (this is vital)

· precise location

· how many people, ages, dress/appearance

· how many dogs, what type/appearance

· what equipment - how many spades, bags etc

Damage or suspected interference to a sett, or suspected poisoning

Contact Badger Watch and Rescue with the exact location. They will visit and follow up with the appropriate authorities. Take photographs if you can. If sett damage is very recent, consider the area as a scene of crime (do not tamper) and additionally inform the Police (WCO if possible) on 101.

Dead badgers, on the roadside or elsewhere

Badger carcasses can be examined to ascertain if they have been illegally killed. Inform Badger Watch and Rescue of the location of casualties, as these will be recorded. Road “black spots” may be accidental, but that is also important. Usually the County Council removes carcasses from the roads, so if a death looks at all suspicious, please get in touch quickly.

Injured badger found above ground during the day

Call Badger Watch and Rescue Dyfed –  they  can attend injured badgers.  They have the equipment to catch the animals and transfer into cages pending veterinary help. They also have places for their recuperation.

Badger caught in a snare

If the badger is still alive, call Police on 999. Also call Badger Watch and Rescue Dyfed and the RSPCA, as they can attend snared animals. If neither can attend immediately, contact a Vet to attend to the animal's suffering. If the badger is dead, report the exact location to Badger Watch and Rescue. Take photographs.

Contacts
Badger Watch and Rescue Dyfed
Your locality badger group. Its members are experienced in working with other agencies to protect badgers, and the badger Trust has a working protocol for police liason. Contact: Gordon Lumby (Lampeter) 01570 480571,  or Adrian Stallwood and Monica Fernandez (Haverfordwest) 01437 731604, mobile 07728 348847.

The RSPCA

Inspector Keith Hogben is based in West Wales, and experienced in Wildlife Crime. He can be contacted via Badger Watch and Rescue Dyfed on the numbers above. The national RSPCA can be contacted on 0300 1234999 ( press options 1 then 2). 

The Police 

Dyfed Powys Police has several Wildlife Crime Officers, and they take this issue very seriously. Call 999 in an emergency, or else 101, and depending on locality, ask for: 

       PC  Adrian Ward 677, Llanelli

       PC  Rhodri Treharne 935, Llandeilo

       PC  Sam Prynne 902, Carmarthen

PC  Jeff Jones 482, Milford Haven

PC  Martin Morrell 1025, Haverfordwest              PC  Dave Newport 848, Fishguard

The WCOs do not work 24 hours, and other officers attending an incident may not know very much about badgers. They may need to seek advice from the RSPCA. If the incident is a criminal offence, the Police have a wide range of Powers, and crime scenes provide a substantial amount of supporting evidence. It is vital that proper procedure is followed in these instances. 
