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For Immediate Release

“New Legal Challenge Welcomed” 
Pro vaccination group Pembrokeshire Against the Cull (PAC) welcomes the news that the Badger Trust have sent a formal letter before action with a view to commencing legal proceedings in the High Court if the Welsh Assembly Government (WAG) refuses to revoke its Order to destroy badgers. The WAG proposes to kill badgers as part of its bovine tuberculosis (bTB) eradication programme.

The Badger (Control Area)( Wales) Order 2011 came into effect on 31st March following a public consultation which showed overwhelming opposition to Badger Culling as an approach to eradicate Bovine tb.

The Minister for Rural Affairs Elin Jones’ previous attempt to implement a badger cull was stopped last year by the Court of Appeal. 

Celia Thomas, Chair of PAC, said “We have been working closely with the Badger Trust and their legal team and fully support their decision to proceed with this action. We particularly welcome the inclusion of civil rights aspects which have been of great concern to our supporters. The Welsh Assembly Government appears so far to have ignored the concerns about human rights and public safety raised by so many in the consultation and has offered no justification for taking such disproportionate powers and actions. We recently started a fund specifically to support a possible legal challenge and will be working to ensure we play our part in bringing this challenge to a successful conclusion.”
(ENDS)
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Tel: 01239 841450 (home) / 01239 805020 (PAC)
Email: pac_media@pembrokeshireagainstthecull.org.uk http://www.pembrokeshireagainstthecull.org.uk
Pembrokeshire against the Cull is a group of landowners, farmers and residents living in the cull and surrounding areas. We take bovine TB very seriously, particularly its impact on our local community. We have significant scientific and other relevant experience within our group and are committed to peacefully and legally opposing the culling of badgers. We support a programme of cattle control measures, badger and cattle vaccination to help win the battle against Bovine TB.
Editor Notes
1. The Badger Trust pre action letter to WAG is at http://www.badgertrust.org.uk/_Attachments/Resources/501_S4.pdf 

2. Badger Trust statement including summary of pre action points http://www.badger.org.uk/_Attachments/Resources/499_S4.pdf 
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