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Minister makes same badger cull mistake again
Pro-vaccination group Pembrokeshire Against the Cull (PAC) are extremely disappointed that The Minister of Rural Affairs Elin Jones has again ignored the science, sound economics, human rights issues and the views of the overwhelming majority of the public and has decided to proceed with a Badger Cull in North Pembrokeshire and parts of Carmarthenshire  and  Ceredigion. Her cynical timing of this announcement, just after the referendum, to bring the Order into force on 31st March, the final day of this Assembly, denies the public the opportunity to seek better Assembly representation of their views on this issue at the ballot box on May 5th.  
Having presided over two flawed consultations, failure in the High Court and having spent significant sums of public money Elin Jones once again ignores the facts and chooses a policy which can only end in failure with damage to our communities and disappointment for our local farmers.  
The Minister has ignored the best scientific data available which says that “badger culling cannot meaningfully contribute to the control of cattle TB in Britain”. Instead the Minister has accepted without question a submission from her officials which uses highly selective and erroneous information, to justify what appears to be a predetermined decision. 
Vaccination is not included as an option despite being already available and in use for badgers,  and will be available for cattle (including a suitable test) in the near future.
Tighter cattle controls biosecurity measures and vaccination of badgers and cattle are the way forward.

 Since the introduction in 2008 of the stricter testing regime and subsequently improved  cattle control measures, the number of cattle slaughtered in West Wales has been declining significantly. Figures for the first 10 months of 2010 show a 35% reduction compared with the same period in 2009.
The consultation questions were much criticised by respondents for being deliberately biased against those who objected to the proposal. 

There were numerous questions put to The Office of the Chief Vet which went unanswered. This hindered the ability of some respondents to fully respond to the consultation. 

The Submissions, consultation documents and public statements by the Minister gave no indication that the human rights aspects of the proposed badger cull have been considered. The Order paves the way for forced entry onto objectors’ land, against the science and their own philosophical beliefs, and which is unnecessary even for a cull.
The financial evidence presented to the Minister was very limited, contained a significant arithmetical error and completely failed to show that a cull was economically viable. The conclusion of the most comprehensive scientific trial that the costs of badger culling greatly exceeded the economic benefits has been completely ignored. The taxpayer is being made to spend £6m on an exercise which will at best save £4m in compensation and provide no long term benefits to the community or the farming Industry. 
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Pembrokeshire against the Cull is a group of landowners, farmers and residents living in the cull and surrounding areas. We take bovine TB very seriously, particularly its impact on our local community. We have significant scientific and other relevant experience within our group and are committed to peacefully and legally opposing the culling of badgers. We support a programme of cattle control measures, badger and cattle vaccination to help win the battle against Bovine TB.
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