Pembrokeshire Against the Cull

Press Information – Badger Cull

Badger Trust Appeal

Pembrokeshire Against the Cull (PAC) has welcomed the Court of Appeal ruling today that the TB Order that could have allowed the extermination of badgers in Wales is unlawful and congratulates the Badger Trust for bringing this legal action.  

The Court has ruled that the Minister erred in not investigating and considering whether the harm to badgers (which in the case of extermination or as she prefers “removal” is considerable) was fully balanced by any small benefit to cattle and farming.   

The Court also ruled that the small (6%) reduction in cattle TB which the Welsh Assembly Government predicts the extermination of badgers will achieve is not enough to justify such draconian action.   The Animal Health Act enables killing wildlife by the government in certain circumstances to “eliminate or substantially reduce” disease.   The Court has clearly stated what everyone but the Minister could see – a 6% reduction is not “substantial”. 

The Cull was hugely unpopular in North Pembrokeshire, with many farmers, landowners and residents now hoping that Elin Jones, the Minister for Rural Affairs will take this opportunity to review other options for dealing with the disease in cattle.  The science does not support culling as TB actually increases in badgers as their social structure is disrupted.   The costs of a badger cull far outweigh any small benefits

With TB levels in cattle already reducing in Wales with increased testing and quicker removal of infected cattle it is hoped that cattle control measures including improved biosecurity already introduced in the pilot area will bring levels down further.  

With injectable badger vaccine available and licensed this is now a very attractive and more acceptable alternative for reducing bTB in Badgers.  We know vaccination works and as infected badgers die out the Welsh Assembly Government’s own models suggest vaccination can deliver similar results to culling, without the disadvantages and at lower cost.

Culling divides communities and is proving disastrous for Pembrokeshire’s Tourist industry as visitors turn elsewhere for their wildlife holidays.   

We hope this result will encourage our government to take into account all these considerations.
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Release time: for immediate use.

Further information and to arrange interviews:

Pembrokeshire Against the Cull   (24 hrs)

01239 805020 or 01437 532532

07540 885326

Email: mjfr@badgerall.com
www.pembrokeshireagainstthecull.org.uk/
Notes for Editors

1. A 10-year trial of culling concluded that “badger culling can make no meaningful contribution to cattle TB control in Britain”.
  The costs of culling exceeds any small benefits.

2. Please refer also to the press release of the Badger Trust, which has brought this case.

3. The Order quashed by the Court of Appeal today Tuesday 13 July is the Tuberculosis Eradication (Wales) Order 2009, secondary legislation made under the Animal Health Act 1981.  This Order was made on 28 September 2009 and came into effect on 21 October 2009.

4. The Badger Trust sought judicial review of the Order, which took place in Swansea on 23-24 March 2010, with judgement being given on 16 May 2010.  This judgement was appealed against by the Badger Trust on two grounds, that the Minister for Rural Affairs should have balanced the pros and cons of culling badgers, and that the legal meaning of ‘substantial reduction’ is not as low as the Minister assumed.  The Court of Appeal met on 30 June 2010 in Cardiff to hear the appeal.  The three appeal judges observed that there was a third ground of appeal, that the Order could be unlawful because it permitted the killing badgers, a protected species, throughout Wales whereas the Minster had consulted only on her decision to kill badgers in north Pembs.  The Badger Trust and the Minister were given additional time to address this third ground.  On Monday 5 July the Minister’s legal team conceded that the Order was in error on the third ground.

5. After it has been drafted, any proposed new Order must be laid before the Assembly for at least 21 days before it comes into force, and there is a 40-day period during which AMs may table a motion to annul the Order.  The Welsh Assembly is in recess from 19 July to 19 September, therefore a new Order for the culling of badgers is unlikely to come into effect until October.

6. The ‘cull area’ is 288 km2 of north Pembrokeshire and parts of Ceredigion and Carmarthenshire, termed the Intensive Action Pilot Area.  The Minister has refused to issue a map of the area or state its boundaries.  

7. On Tuesday 29 June Pembrokeshire Against the Cull presented First Minister Carwyn Jones with an Open Letter signed by 309 landowners with 180 land holdings (about 20% of the estimated 900 in the proposed cull area) objecting to the cull on scientific, economic, welfare and civil rights grounds.  Open Letters objecting to the cull continue to be received by PAC.

�	 Randomised Badger Culling Trial. The Independent Scientific Group (ISG) oversaw the


	trial and published its final results in 2007.  





