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 Pembrokeshire Wales DATE: 30th January 2011


 For Immediate Release

WHAT IS GOING ON?  

The Minister for Rural Affairs Elin Jones is currently reviewing the thousands of responses to a consultation on a Badger Control Strategy for a defined area of west Wales (IAA) prior to making a final decision, and has allegedly not yet done so. Despite this, pro-vaccination group Pembrokeshire Against the Cull have been told by landowners from around the proposed badger cull area in west Wales, that Welsh Assembly Government officials have already arranged for local vets to carry out badger sett surveys on their land in preparation for placing cage traps for a cull. 

Bio security visits are normally arranged by Vets to discuss ways to reduce risks of cattle catching TB from a variety of sources.  It does not normally include a sett survey and as yet there is no legal requirement to show anyone badger setts.

In addition it has been suggested that culling may be happening outside the Intensive Action Area which is extremely worrying. A few months ago The Minister told PAC that she is not in favour of issuing licences for individual reactive culls covering only small areas as this is known to increase the risk of bTB breakdowns in adjacent areas and spreads infection in wildlife.  

Pembrokeshire against the Cull chair Celia Thomas said “We are currently trying to obtain clarification of the situation from Elin Jones the Minister for Rural Affairs as it appears that preparatory work for a cull may have started before the consultation and all the legislative and legal processes have been completed. Until we receive a response from The Minister, we are advising land owners who are contacted or visited by anyone wanting to carry out badger sett surveys to ask for, and verify where possible with WAG:

· official identification 

· written details of what actions will be taken and why (e.g. testing, vaccination or slaughter of trapped badgers) 

· a license for trapping badgers, without which this is illegal 

· details of the powers under which this action will be taken.

Landowners are reminded that until an Order is passed giving WAG the right to force entry onto private land to slaughter badgers, there is no obligation to allow WAG officials access to survey or trap badgers.” 

 (ENDS)
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 Pembrokeshire against the Cull is a group of landowners, farmers and residents living in the cull and surrounding areas. We take bovine TB very seriously, particularly its impact on our local community. We have significant scientific and other relevant experience within our group and are committed to peacefully and legally opposing the culling of badgers. We support a programme of cattle control measures, badger and cattle vaccination to help win the battle against Bovine TB.
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