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Pembrokeshire Wales   DATE:  7 February 2011            For Immediate Release 
Welsh Assembly Government’s competence questioned
 
Pro -vaccination group, Pembrokeshire Against the Cull, have written to the NO and YES Referendum campaigns expressing concern at the way the Welsh Assembly Government have handled the proposed Badger (Control Area) (Wales) order 2010. 
The letter raises fundamental issues concerning WAGs ability to implement legislation in a fair and balanced way. It expresses concern that insufficient scrutiny inherent in a single chamber system can result in bad law. 

Celia Thomas Chair of Pembrokeshire Against The Cull commented  “We have sent this letter because many of our supporters have expressed serious concern at the way in which WAG have attempted to implement this legislation. 
The 2009 order on this issue was approved by the Welsh Assembly but was declared unlawful by the Court of Appeal on three separate grounds. The 2010 order attempts to re enact the 2009 order without taking into account fundamental flaws identified by the court including the failure of WAG to carry out a proper analysis of the financial and social effects of the order on all sections of the population in the proposed Intensive Action Area .
Our experience over the last two years in dealing with the Welsh Asssembly Government has left many of our supporters disillusioned with the political process in Wales. Lack of scrutiny, serious mistakes by officials and wasted taxpayers money have all helped undermine our supporters faith in the ability of the Welsh Assembly Government.”
The letter criticises the public consultation on the proposed order as being deeply flawed. It highlights the significant factual errors in WAG material publicising the consultation and serious errors in the advice given to the Minister by her officials which PAC believe, makes the provisional decision of the Minister invalid.
The letter also raises concern about the lack of responsiveness of Ministers and officials to attend public meetings to explain their case. Letters to Ministers and officials have either not been answered or answered so late as to be of little use.  

The letter has been sent to the No and Yes campaigns and their replies will be published on the Pembrokeshire Against the Cull website.
The letter has also been sent to all Assembly Members, 
(ENDS)
Copy of letter attached
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Pembrokeshire against the Cull is a group of landowners, farmers and residents living in the cull and surrounding areas. We take bovine TB very seriously, particularly its impact on our local community. We have significant scientific and other relevant experience within our group and are committed to peacefully and legally opposing the culling of badgers. We support a programme of cattle control measures, badger and cattle vaccination to help win the battle against Bovine TB.
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