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Pembrokeshire Wales



 DATE: 21st February 2011        For Immediate Release

Bovine TB in West Wales: Unprecedented two year reduction continues


Pro-vaccination group, Pembrokeshire Against the Cull, welcomes further evidence that cattle controls and biosecurity measures are having a significant impact in reducing the numbers of cattle being slaughtered and associated taxpayer compensation being paid in West Wales due to bovine tb.

The latest bovine TB statistics published on 18th February 2011 by DEFRA continue to show a significant reduction in the number of cattle slaughtered in West Wales over the last two years. 

The latest figures published by Defra for January to November 2010, show a reduction in West Wales of 34% over the equivalent period in 2009.

Overall, since the introduction in 2008 of the stricter testing regime and subsequently improved cattle control measures, the proportion of cattle slaughtered in West Wales is down by a projected 41%. 2*
A Pembrokeshire Against the Cull spokesperson commented, “These excellent results will be presented to our supporters meeting at Castell Malgwyn Hotel Llechryd this evening (21st Feb 2011, 4.30 to 6.30 pm) when BBC Springwatch presenter Chris Packham hopes to drop in to show his support.

The latest figures confirm this is a long-term trend linked to specific action by the Welsh Assembly Government and not just a short-term blip. 

The introduction of a stricter testing regime and subsequently improved cattle control measures introduced by the Welsh Assembly Government are having a major impact in reducing the number of cattle being slaughtered due to bovine TB. Many more improvements could be made to further reinforce and improve these cattle based measures.
This is excellent news for farmers and taxpayers.

If a badger cull had gone ahead last year Elin Jones would have been claiming that these reductions show that culling works. In fact the figures show the other measures are working and that culling badgers is unnecessary.”
Geoffrey Laurens of Badger Watch and Rescue Dyfed said, “It is unprecedented in the current fight against cattle TB to have such a large decrease in such a short space of time.  It leaves the observer in no doubt that cattle measures are working very effectively and rapidly defeating this disease. It would be exceedingly unwise to do anything at the present time to jeopardize this excellent progress.”

 
A Badger Trust spokesperson said “In Wales, there was an even sharper fall in the very area where the disease is at its worst and where culling is proposed. In West Wales 34% fewer cattle have been slaughtered over two years at a saving for the taxpayer of about £6.5 million in compensation. Despite widespread opposition and a Court of Appeal judgment declaring its culling plans unlawful on all counts, the Welsh Assembly Government is trying to reintroduce its plans to kill badgers as part of its bTB control measures.”
(ENDS)
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Pembrokeshire against the Cull is a group of landowners, farmers and residents living in the cull and surrounding areas. We take bovine TB very seriously, particularly its impact on our local community. We have significant scientific and other relevant experience within our group and are committed to peacefully and legally opposing the culling of badgers. We support a programme of cattle control measures, badger and cattle vaccination to help win the battle against Bovine TB.
Editor Notes

1. The latest DEFRA Statistics are available at: http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/farmanimal/diseases/atoz/tb/stats/documents/11/nov10wales.pdf 

2. 

The number of cattle slaughtered in West Wales went down from 6724 (Jan to November 2009) to 4464 (Jan to November 2010,).

 Cattle Slaughtered since 2008*
2008 = 8361

2009 = 6981

2010 = 4908 (*December is estimated as being the same number as for November's - 444).

  

3. West Wales includes the proposed Intensive Action Area (IAA) where a proposed badger cull is being planned 

4. The IAA is situated in North Pembrokeshire and parts of Carmarthenshire and Ceredigion. 
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