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7th February 2011  
Letter to : 

True Wales ,

PO Box 93, PONTYPOOL, NP4 4BH      
enquiries@truewalesnocampaign.org.uk 
Yes for Wales Campaign   
c/o Unison Cymru, Unison House, Custom House Street, Cardiff CF10 1AP                     info@yesforwales.com
We are a group of Pembrokeshire residents opposed to the cull of wild badgers proposed in the Draft Badger (Control Area) (Wales) Order 2010. We regard this order as an example of bad law brought forward by the Welsh Assembly Government, attacking the fundamental human rights of the majority of citizens to the (doubtful) financial advantage of a small minority and against the advice of the scientists actually working in this field. 

We consider the consultation process on the order to have been deeply flawed as the process was fundamentally skewed by the format adopted. There were also significant errors of fact in publicity material published by WAG as part of their campaign to influence consultees. The published advice given to the Minister by her officials also contained very serious errors which we believe made her provisional decision invalid. The Minister responsible, and her department, have failed to bring their arguments to the people of Pembrokeshire by the most obvious and direct method available i.e. by public meetings, in spite of repeated invitations to do so from local people such as ourselves. 

We have found the attitude of WAG in this matter unresponsive, and certainly falling far short of their declared policy to listen to the concerns of their electorate. Letters to Elin Jones, Minister for Rural Affairs, Dr Glossop, the Chief Veterinary Officer and Carwyn Jones, First Minister have received no reply or replies have been so much delayed they served no useful purpose. We also feel that the Welsh Assembly has failed to exercise proper scrutiny over the actions of Ministers.  This has allowed ill-considered legislation to be brought forward. The previous order on this subject (2009), though approved by the Assembly, was declared unlawful by the Court of Appeal on three separate grounds.  

The 2010 order attempts to re-enact this discredited order without taking into account  fundamental flaws identified by the Court, including the failure of the Welsh Assembly Government to carry out a proper analysis of the financial and social effects of the Order on all sections of the population of the proposed Intensive Action Area. Should the Minister decide to enact this order with no (or minimum) changes, then the scrutiny to which it is subject within the Assembly will be seen by the electorate as an indicator of whether or not it is ready for further powers. The financial implications of bringing forward controversial, ill considered and badly drafted legislation with no scientific consensus behind it, will concern all citizens of Wales in these straitened times.  

These concerns, although relating to a single piece of legislation, if not addressed will inevitably cast doubts in the minds of many citizens about the systems for review and amendment available to the Welsh Assembly, so vital for a single chamber system. These doubts could of course influence the attitude of voters in the forthcoming referendum. We will be interested to receive your comments on this important issue, which will be publicised on our website and through our supporters’ network.

We look forward to your response.  

Yours sincerely,

Celia Thomas

Chair: Pembrokeshire Against the Cull
PAC, P O Box 65, Cardigan, SA43 9AD
Cc  All AMs

Pembrokeshire Against the Cull is a group of landowners, farmers and residents living within and around the borders of the designated cull area.  We take bovine TB very seriously, particularly its impact on our local community.  We have significant scientific and other relevant experience within our group and are committed to peacefully and legally opposing the culling of badgers. We support a programme of cattle control measures, badger and cattle vaccination to help win the battle against Bovine TB.
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