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Pembrokeshire Wales   DATE: 26th January 2011            For Immediate Release 

 Bovine TB in West Wales reduced by more than a third in 12 months


Pro-vaccination group, Pembrokeshire Against the Cull, welcomes the latest bovine TB statistics issued by DEFRA which continue to show a significant reduction in the number of cattle slaughtered in West Wales over a 12 month period. 

The latest figures published by Defra for January to October 2010, show a reduction in West Wales of 35% over the equivalent period in 2009.

Overall, since the introduction in 2008 of the stricter testing regime and subsequently improved cattle control measures, the proportion of cattle slaughtered is down by over 51%. 

Pembrokeshire Against the Cull spokesperson, Gavin Wheeler,  commented    “we welcome the latest Defra report, in particular the significantly better results in West Wales, compared with the rest of Wales. 

 “These figures indicate that the introduction of a stricter testing regime and subsequently improved cattle control measures introduced by the Welsh Assembly Government are having a major impact in reducing the number of cattle being slaughtered due to bovine TB.”

This is excellent news for farmers and taxpayers.

“We are calling on Elin Jones the Minister for Rural Affairs to abandon any plans to introduce an uneconomic   cull of badgers in West Wales and divert the estimated £6m pounds of taxpayers’ money saved to immediately introduce tighter cattle controls and improved bio security measures in all TB hotspots across Wales. “

“Clearly cattle measures are available and working and should be improved according to the ISG recommendations.  Badger culling is unnecessary in order to manage this disease.  Cattle vaccination could also have a huge impact on this disease and should be prioritised.”
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Pembrokeshire against the Cull is a group of landowners, farmers and residents living in the cull and surrounding areas.  We take bovine TB very seriously, particularly its impact on our local community.  We have significant scientific and other relevant experience within our group and are committed to peacefully and legally opposing the culling of badgers. We support a programme of cattle control measures, badger and cattle vaccination to help win the battle against Bovine TB.

Editor Notes.

1. The latest DEFRA Statistics are available at: http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/farmanimal/diseases/atoz/tb/stats/documents/10/oct10wales.pdf
2. In Summary:

The number of cattle slaughtered in West Wales went down from 6211 (Jan to October 2009) to 4020 (Jan to October 2010,).

The equivalent figures for Wales (excluding West Wales) show an 13% reduction from 2935 (Jan to October 2009) to 2567 (Jan to October 2010)

3. West Wales includes the proposed Intensive Action Area (IAA) where a proposed badger cull is being planned

4. The IAA is situated in North Pembrokeshire and parts of Carmarthenshire and Ceredigion.  

5. Figures produced by CERA GIS Team/ The Veterinary Laboratories Agency in June 2010 show that Radnorshire, Breconshire Montgomeryshire and Monmouthshire all have similar or higher densities of bovine tb than Pembrokeshire.   
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