‘Substantial Fall’ in Cattle TB in Wales 

I have been looking into the stats for bTB in Wales and have noticed a substantial fall in the bTB figures starting around April2009. For example look at herds under TB restriction.

 

My sources are all DEFRA statistics and I have attached copies.

 

April 30th 2009       (Wales) Herds under TB restriction 1,983

February 28th 2010 (Wales) Herds under TB restriction 1,117.These figures are actual and ‘on the day.’ They do include herds late with their tests.

 

Dyfed works out at about 36% reduction in herds under restriction in the last 10 months (April 30 2009-Feb28 2010) but if you subtract the ‘overdue test factor' you get about a 40% reduction.

Wales with the overdue tests factored out you get a reduction of 58% over the same period

I have attached Defra's own assessment for GB of CNI's. This the rate of Confirmed New Incidents (bTB)  per 1000 tests on clean herds  given as a percentage and although they are provisional, they show a 14% reduction Feb 2009 to Feb 2010. Again this is ‘substantial.’  If you take the actual GB figure for 2008 however, which stood at 5% ,and the figure for this February 2010, which is provisionally given as 3.8%  the downward trend is indicated.

The yearly figures given below and in the ‘attached documents,’ are ‘actual’, but somehow are marked as ‘provisional’. Can they still be working on figures for 2008/2009? After all, it is June 2010.

 

CNI's in Dyfed 2008 were 301   

CNI's in Dyfed 2009 were 234

This represents a ‘substantial’ actual drop of over 22%, better than in the rest of Wales. They are finding a lot less bTB out there, how is this possible without any badgers having been removed? We are told that it is badgers who are infecting cattle yet incidence of the disease is in ‘substantial’ decline.

In 2009 there were 1,610 less cattle culled in Wales as a result of bTB in herds than there were in 2008. (As reactors, inconclusive reactors and direct contacts.) 
The disease is in decline because of the increase in cattle testing over the last two years along with the removal of infected cattle the real vectors of this disease.  If all the many recommendations for improvements regarding cattle control measures, given by the ISG in their Final Report, were implemented, the disease would rapidly disappear as it did in the 1960's without badger culling. (Note that W.D. Macrae the Chief Veterinary Officer at the time, in his final report  to the government does not mention badgers once). 

However if we fail to get these figures out now as the cull starts, the decline in cattle TB will be acknowledged and attributed to the badger cull. It will be the excuse for extending the programme over the whole of the country! 

WAG has been very quiet about the decline of bTB in Wales as it demonstrates convincingly that even their limited cattle measures are having some effect. There was never a reason to consider culling badgers.  WAG's whole premise for culling badgers was that the disease was 'un-sustainable and out of control.'  The estimated compensation bill given in 2008 by Elin Jones for 2014 was 80 million. That figure now looks absolutely ludicrous!! The only factor out of control was the industry itself, already we note that overdue TB cattle tests so proudly claimed by WAG to be down to near zero last year have risen dramatically to 702 this year.

Other Countries (especially New Zealand and Australia) experiences show that unless you take cattle movements seriously you will never eliminate/control this disease in cattle.

WAG tries to use these countries approach to eliminating bTB to try and justify badger culling in Wales. This is very misleading. Below are some important facts from the men in charge. 

 

NewZealand , Bryce Buddle stated in London 3rd March 2006: "Even in the wake of an expansion of wildlife vector risks  (40 million possums to 60 million) the number of cattle herds with TB had reduced by 80% over the past 12 years"  
 

Australia. Paul Wood stated in London 3rd March2006: "Testing alone even with strict interpretation, was not the answer and not until strict movement controls were in place from 1970 on a national scale with roadside monitoring and enormous power invested in the inspectors was any real progress made."
 

 

 http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/farmanimal/diseases/atoz/tb/stats/documents/10/feb10wales.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/evidence/statistics/foodfarm/landuselivestock/cattletb/documents/tbpn.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/evidence/statistics/foodfarm/landuselivestock/cattletb/documents/tbweb.xls 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/farmanimal/diseases/atoz/tb/stats/latest.htm
  

I have included the relevant documents for you to look at yourself, as I am not a statistician/mathematician. 

